SUPPLEMENT  ON  THE  ESSENES1

AT this point, reader, we have come to a sudden close. The
paper, or (according to the phraseology of modern journals)
the article, has reached its terminus. And a very abrupt
terminus it seems. Such even to myself it seems; much
more, therefore, in all probability, to the reader. But I

1 This supplement was added by De Quincey in 1857 when he
revised his paper on Secret Societies (originally in Tait's Magazine for
August and October 1847) for inclusion in Vol. VII of his Collected
Writings. He thought he had not said enough about the Essenes in
his paper, or made his speculations about them sufficiently clear:
hence the supplement. It is to be remembered that his special
Blackwood article of 1840 on the Essenes, which in our present
volume precedes this Tait paper on Secret Societies generally, had
not yet been overtaken by De Quincey in his revisions for the Collective
Edition. In fact, it was not reprinted till 1859, when De Qumcey
had got as far as Vol. X of that edition. Hence the jocular strain in the
opening of this supplement, by way of excuse for writing it. " Instead
" of saying anything more about the Essenes here," he is supposed to be
muttering to himself, *c might I not refer to my previous Blackwood
" article on the subject ? But, by the bye, is there such an article ?
" Who knows ? I have some recollection of such a thing ; but, again,
" I may be wrong. What do I know about what papers I have
" written, or where they are ? They know all about it in Boston;
" where they have collected all my papers and are reprinting them in
" an American Collective Edition. Perhaps, indeed, they have already
" reprinted that Blackwood paper on the Esseues, if there ever was
" such a paper. Possible enough ; but, at all events, I have not come
" to it yet for my own Edinburgh Collective Edition, and cannot
" assume its existence. No reason therefore why I should not, here
" and now, have another fling at Josephus and his precious Essenes in a
" supplement to my general paper on Secret Societies. The subject
" will bear as much additional hammering as I can give it, the rather
" because my previous hammering has not been voted perfectly